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Upon its return from Normandy on 19 Euly 1944 this Division was 
located in the Nottirigham-Leicester-Market Harboro Area. There it re- 
mained and trained until its participation in operation MARKET on 17 
Sep -embqr 1944. Twenty-four hours prior to take-off, all airborne 
elements of the Division were closed at seven airfields in the Grantham- 
Gottesmore-Langar area. Briefings were conducted, loading plans for- 
mulated, all final checks made, and the Division took off for the Nether' 
lands commencing at 170950 September' 1944. 

The mission of the /Sivision in this operation was as follows: 

"Land by parachute and glider commencing D D a y South of 
Nijmegen; seize and hold the highway bridges across the 
Mg-io River at Grave and the Waal River at Nijmegon; seize, 
organize, and hold the high ground between'Ni jmegen - and 
Groesbeek; deny tho roads in the Division area to the enemy; 
and dominate the area bounded North by line running from 
Beek West through Eatort thence Southwest to Eindsohestraat, 
South by Riv^r Mass and the Nook-Riethorst highway, East 
by Cleve-Nijmegen highway and For St R«iehbwa Id , and West 
by line running North and South through Eindsche straat . ” 



The first lift consisted of: 

Prcht G1 i de r 



Hq Sc. Hn Oo 82nd a/B Div 


9 


20 


Hq & Hq Bfcry I>iv Arty 


3 


2 


82nd A/B Big Co 




6 


Btry A 80th A/B Aa Br» 




£2 


307 A/B E.; ei r "n 


87 




504 Pre.it Iv-.f 


137 




505 PrcAt Inf 


126 




508 Prcht Inf 


130 




325 Glider’ Inf 


Z 




376 Prcnt EA Bn 


48 





Total 



482 



50 



All units dropped as planned except two serials of the 505 
P.-,ruchute Infantry. A mixup in marshalling caused the 2d Battalion 
serial to drop before the 3d Butt— lion serial, and as a consequence 
the 2d Battalion serial was dropped two thousand yards Northeast of 
its scheduled drop zone. 

The entire flight -was preceded by a pathfinder team, which landed 
on DZ "0" ten minutes prior to the arrival of the first elements of 
the main body. Wi5h the exception in the 505 Pnraahute infantry in- 
dicated above, all units landed on the drop zones, or in the immediate 
vicinity thereof, on schedule. Elsie enroute was spotty and light. 

El, Hi coming from DZ "O'* was initially heavy but inaccurate. The first 
parachutists to land destroyed all flak crows and took over their 
weapons. Enemy dispositions along the Maas-Waal CSTVsrl in. the vicinity 
of all bridges and' in the wooded country around the Nijir;w £v Gn heights 
and in the Ro i chs-.i:: V: anticipated, well organized and of 

about a strength of eight battalions. Harass in-, fire continued to 
come from the edges of the drop zones throughout all of the landings 
until overcome. Enom, reaction was prompt and appeared to follow in 
a definite pattern. All Lpc-„ I troops were committed immediately in 
piece meal fashion. Nearby "homeguard" type troops were thrown in es 
quickly as they could be rushed to the operational area. This piece 
meal build up increased until a coordinated attack was made by the 
Gorman 6th Fur- Division on D/4. 
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Local enemy units were initially overcome and destroyed or, 'except 
for those in the city of Nijmegen proper, they dispersed in the first 
several hours after landing. 

A day by day summary of the activities of each unit of the Division 
follows : 



D DAY , 17 SEPTEMBER 

Division parachute elements in four hundred and eighty-two C-47*s 
and a serial of fifty gliders left airports in the area of Grantham, 
England, between 0950 and 1040. All serials except those of 504 Para- 
chute luf.uvtry landed Worth, East, and South of GrOwSbeek, Holland, 
between 1250 and 1400. The 504 -kHruchute Infantry landed 'West of the 
Maas-Waal G,-.Uui. and North of the Maos Rivo.-. "11 drop patterns were 
excellent. Personnel and equipment losses enroute and during the drop 
were light, and assembly was the host in . the history of the Diviwiou. 

Headquarters and Headquarters B2nd A/B Division 

Parachute elements dropped 1306 5 glider elements landed 1350 on a»one 
South of Groesbeek, moved North through woods, and established Division 
Command Post at predosignated location 1000 yards W«.st of Groesbeek at 
1700. 

505 Parachute Infantry 

Dropped after the Pathfinders at 1300, seized Groesbeek, occupied its 
area of defensive responsibility from Kamp Southeast to Mook, cleared 
its area of enemy, and contacted 504 Parachute Infantry at the Maas- 
Waal' Canal bridge near Neuman. "11 initial missions were accomplished 

by 2000 . 

504 Parachute Infantry 

Dropped beginning 1313 '.'Jo st of the Maas-Waal Canal on three drop zones, 
two North and one South of the Maas River. °ne battalion dropped North- 
east of Overasselt and at 1600, after overcoming strong enemy resistance 
captured intact the Maas-VJaal Canal bridge at Heuman . The sitoB of the 
Canal bridges near Blunkonberg and Ho tort , both of which had been des- 
troyed by the enemy upon the .approach of the battalion, were captured 
before dark. One battalion dropped ’West of Overasselt, blocked all 
Southward movement along the Grave-Nijmegen highway, and cleared the 
enemy from the Western portion of the division area. One battalion 
dropped one rlflo company South of the Maas at Grave and the balance 
of the battalion Nprth of the river and West of Overasselt , Both 
forces moved against the bridge at Grave immediately » Surprise was 
complete and the bridge captured at 1430. The town of Gjv aV e was 
occupied at 2300 after having been abandoned by 400 enemy. All initial 
missions of 5Q4 wore accomplished by 1930.. 

500 P arachute I nf— n try 

( Dropped Northeast of Groesbeek at 1328. B^sed on a report from the 
Dutch that tho town and bridge; s were lightly held, immediately moved 
into Nijmegen to take the Waal River bridges. At 2000 the attack met 
heavy enemy resistance about 400 yards from the highway bridge and 
was stopped. The regiment occupied the area immediately East of the 
Maas-Waal Canal and established road blocks to prevent enemy movement 
South of a line running East and West through Hatavt. C'ne company 
moved to clear the glider lauding zone Northeast of Groesbeek and met 
considerable enemy resistance. One battalion, less a company , occupied 
the important high ground in the vicinity of 3crp- en B..L rithou.t too 
heavy an opposition.. One oompanjs advanced on the Nijmegen. Bridges from 
the Southeast and at 2400 had reached Hill 64*4 Northeast of Ubbergen. 
All initial missions of 508 were accomplished by 2J3Q. 
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57 6 P ara chute Field artillery Battalion 

Dropp -d 1330 on drop zone South of Groesbeek, assembled the battalion 
with ten howit? zers , end displaced 1000 yards to the position area* 

The battalion, initially in support of 505 Parachute Infantry* fired 
its first mission on call from the regiment at 1800. 

507 , »/ B Engineer battali on 

Companies B, C, and D, all parachute, dropped South of ^ru,.gbeek at 
1320. Companies B and D furnished cover on route march to elements 
of Division L "<-? a quarters and protected Division Command ; Post when 
it was established at 1715. Company C moved out to contact 504 
P. -Xu Chute Infantry West of Maas-Waal Canal* 

Battery A. 80th A/B Antiaircraft -Battalion , 

Eight -57mm AT guns allotted ns follows: Two* 505 •Parachute infantry;. 

Two, 508 Parachute : Infantry ; Two'j ; 504 Parachute infuatry upon making 
contact; Two, Division Reserve in vicinity of Division CuMmand Post* 

• D PLUS 1. 18 SEPTEMBER 

504 Parachute -^nfontfy 

Continued to hold the Mu.-jg River bridge at Gr^ve and the 'Muv.s-VJaal 
Can-l bridge at Hcuman. Vigorous patrolling was continued on the 
West and Northwest of the regimental area along the Grove-Nl jiue 0 en 
highway. At 1200 one platoon moved Nortfc along the West bank of the 
Maas— Waal Canal and assisted in the capture of the bridge on the 
Grave -Nijmegen highway near Koning-hutie. 

505 Parachute ^rf an try 

Mr.iiit. insid its area of defensive responsibility; repelled enemy attacks 
at Horst* Grofv/egeaa, and Riethorst; captured an enemy patrol trying to 
work its way Nc , ' , tn to the Maas- Waal bridge at Heuman, and captrued a 
train attempting to escape into Germany. At 1240 the regiment attacked 
and cleared the glider landing zone South and Southeast of Groesbeek. 

506 Parachute infantry 

Withdrew battalion in Nijmegen and attacked to clear the glider landing 
zone Northeast and Bast of Groesbeek. The attack crossed the scheduled 
line of departure at 1310, completely surprised the enemy, and the 
landing area wu3 swept by 1400. Sixteen antiaircraft guns and 14R 
prisoners of war were captured. Maintained its defensive sector through- 
out the 18th. At 181200 a platoon, with the assistance of 504 Para- 
chute infantry which advanced up the Maas— Waal Canal from the West, 
captured the Maas-Waal Canal bridge at Honinghutie. Regiment held 
the high ground vicinity Berg en Dal through the 18th against enemy 
patrols and sporadic enemy artillery action. One 'company moved into 
Nijmegen at C900, advanced to the same spot to which the regiment had 
reached on the 17th, fought against a strong enemy force through the 
entire clay, and at 1500 was withdrawn into the sector near Bcig; en Dal. 

Glider Elements 

Between 1000 and 1100 a lift of 450 gliders carrying an antitank battery 
of the 80th A/B Antiaircraft Battalion, 319 Glider Field artillery 
Batthlion, 320 Glider Field .artillery Batt-lion, 456 Parachute Field 
Artillery Battalion, and 307 Airborne MedJLcal Cv>— pony departed from 
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fields in the United kingdom and flew the same route as the lift of 

the previous 'day : -Gliders landed in zones cleared by PI Wff 

chute lufaufry 'and'- f 5G-3 I' detenu to infantry in, the vicinity o£ WGfSf 

b'e ek ~ ! sf v or p. 1 git d.-’rs ote-sadt/^he landi ng zona and lend©#' 

the -'-a tuh-v^rmrn t evaer- tut. k sybs : :sn-,ial n-mber a _ personnel flia^ 

their' w-o ifCK to tap Uiv Lri ol 7 - area ,■ Sfca c'V-rall_ •«! 

was very sniiaiacicry<,/ Af*©r 3andiu K and ewfau.vife, 

Field 'A -tillery Battalion w&s" pur in direct ncpporc of 308 *?£#» 
chute Infantry. 456 Poracnuts . Field 'artillery Battalion in 
support, of 505 ‘^ara chute Infantry, and 380 Glider Field 
B&Wialion in general support of the Division. 

luffSin the glider lift by SO minutes., a flight of 1§5| 
bombers dropped reapply on drop zone South of Groesbeek. ff^P 
pattern was good. Recovery was ■ estimated to be at 80/?. 

">■ Q PLUS 2- 19 SEPTEMBER 

Guards Arm® red Division reached Grave and the 504 §h? a ?f|J 

at OSS©. ' 'v 

SS?f ;““f = 

Zi «». »oye-i Jo JljpfjlT 

a.k blyilsion Resb’rte ; . ' \ s . , , r - ... >~y yc| ••> uS®| 



M»?!:^nV.iVhut c^nf^nt-rj;:/ ' \ V ' ' . ' . ' ' ■. ' ' 

Sd Battalion, maintained its see- 
f ti t :e Dtviuieh area throughout the 



• etor of ijGpptkffVility 
tho 'ioth.* ' 

*' J : f, .V '• 'u V 



moviigik'fTW thb puVsKintu or 
V ; i> L ^ -Vipt-W’.t* * i^fev-'*-" VSCiifcn tae 'batf.aliQiVUroaijhpd: 

tho- town , received' P ixy J ' | V seven -tankd^urhed 

-the. cel: t-er .of .the town, one company ~ Pi *.'- • - -• ' lie ’.p) 'i .r.-Wdf- the 



u-*' 1 .ac_ 
iait i 1 toe. /' r-he-re 
fGdKid'sv . stiid' - -one _ " 
it ho v hf : ghda y t f id^: a <? 
fobout- 400 1 yards South of the 
throughout til® . evening andvuni'glit 
strou:;' eaemrr defensive arc 



South vi the friendly positions . ' ': 




"t'ST/i,:. Lior. /• tS-i nty :U’. 



n fori,: -'B|. ?vw v- 
" -- f; ' 4 - '• 



'it- 






n i. '! Cd 
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.A ttached Urilts 

1st Coldstream Guards, Armored, and 5th Coldstream Guards, Infantry 
attached to Division and moved to Dakkerswald in Division Reserve* 

Resupply 

Dropped at 1500, approximately 3© C-47's from excessively high alti- 
tude, recovery negligible. 



D PLUS 3. 2 b SEPTEMBER 

504 -Parachute Infantry 

With 2d ^rishGuards attached, cleared area between Jonker Bosch and 
Waal River. 3d Battalion relieved as Division Reserve, Regiment at 
1500 effected crossing of Waal River East of Maas; at 1800 captured 
North end of railroad bridge over the Waal River, seized and cleared 
bridgehead North of Waal Insuring 'passage of Guards Armored Division. 
Mopped up Western outskirts of Nijmegen and .area Sicuth of railroad 
bridge. 

505 Parachute Infantry 

Regiment, less 2d Battalion, repelled sharp enemy attack at Horst 
and Heikant during morning. From 1300 to 2000 repelled at Mook enemy 
attack of an infantry regiment strongly supported by artillery after 
attack had penetrated Division perimeter to depth of 1000 yards on a 
1000 yard front. Division perimeter restored at 2*0*. Regiment rein- 
forced with attachment of 185 glider pilots. 

2d Battalion 505 Parachute infantry 

Attacked enemy strong points at Southern ends of Nijmegen bridges 
during morning. At 1400 stormed strong point South of highway bridge, 
cleared area of enemy, and reached bridge by 1700. First tank of 
Grenadier Guards crossed 183#. 

508 P^r^chute Infantry 

Attacked at 1000 at Wyler by one company of enemy, infantry moving 
North and two companies of enemy infantry moving South, all supported 
by artillery and armor* Forced to withdraw to high ground to West. 
Enemy immediately occupied 1m Thai and Lagewald. Attacked at Beek 
at 1200 by 2 battalions of enemy parachutists supported by armored 
vehicles, and forced to withdraw 1000 yards to high ground to South- 
west. By counterattack drove enemy from and reoccupied Beek at 3140. 
Attacked again at B e ak 3300 by enemy now reinforced and compelled to 
withdraw, leaving a detachment surrounded by the enemy in the town. 
Ogptured document from prisoner of war which revealed that enemy 
attacks at Mook, Book* and Wyler were part of a coordinated Division 
attack intended to split Division area and sever the Grave-Ni jmegen 
highway. 

JrX ttached U,ilts 

Sherwood Rnu ei ex’s Yeomanry and one squadron of the Royals, its recon- 
naissance unit, attached to Division at 1700 and moved into Dekker- 
swald. 



P PLUS 4, »1 SEPTEMBER 

50 4 Parachute Infantry 

C ' '^ued. defense of bridgehead over Waal and on mission of mopping 
up Souuh. bank of Waal from outskirts of Nijmegen to Maas— Waal Canal* 
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505 Parachut e Infantr y (leas 2 d Battalion) 

v 2 ont._nu.- 3 d to hold defensive sector on South of" Division area frem 
Karip to Mook. 

2 d B-yctalion 505 Parac hut e Infantry 

Re j. loved, of mission of ojoae in defense of Nijmegen Bridges and' 
as s li.ie ci defense 01 ’ line from Eastern exits of Nijmegen to Ubbergen. 

5 08 Parachute -nfnn try . 

Coi-Dtc-raf tacked Bvek at first light from Murtheast, East and South- 
east., Initial attack failed., and enemy, pressing his temporary 
advantage, penetrated to within 200 yards of Ber„ en Dal, hut was 
held there. Attack renewed at 1300, and at -1800 Beek cleared of 
enemy and all defenses reestablished. 

Res u ppl y 

At 1500 supplies drop red from approximately 400 C-47’s on drop zone 
West of the M a as-Wo^l Canal. Drop pattern was six miles in length 
by two miles in width. Recovery estimated at 60$ was accomplished 
with assistance of Dutch civilians. 

D PLUS 5, 22 SEPTEMBER 

504 ParcxCh-te (less 2d Battalion) 

Relieved of mission to Nijmegen bridgehead and displaced to Dok— er- 
swald as Division Reserve. 

2d Battalion 504 Parachute Infantry 

Relieved 2d Battalion 505 Parachute infantry in sector between 
Mljmegen and ^bergen and, upon Division order, with Royals, cleared 
by 1700 area between Ni jmegen-Cleve highway and Waal River East to 
line D^bergen _ Pals. , / ^ 

505 Parachute Infantry (less 2 d Battalion) 

Reestablished road block at Mook. With Royals, reeonnoi tered to 
Riethorst and found road clear of enemy. 

2 d Battalion 505 Parachute Infantry 

Relieved in Nijmegen - Ubbergen sector by 2d Battalion 504 Parachute 
Infantry, reverted to regimental control, and relieved Coldstream 
Guards at Heuman Bridge. 

5S8 Parachute infantry 

Held Wyler Berg throughout day and night against persistent enemy 
counterattacks. With one company Royals attached, effected a recon- 
naissance in force to W^rcheren and high ground West of Eplekom. 

Met strong resistance and withdrew to high ground vicinity Berg en 
Dal. 

Attached Units 

Coldstream Guards relieved to attached to this Division and moved 
South to V«^el to restore line of communication of Second British 
Army. 
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D PLUS 6. 25 SEPTEMBER 





Or. this date the third glider lift of the. Division took off from 
six airfields in the Qfantham— Cottesmo^e-Lan^ar area hearing 325 
Glider Infantry} 80th a/B Antiaircraft Battalion, less Batteries 
A and B; Company A 307 A/B Engineer Battalion; and elements of 
Division Special Troops, and landed on and in the vicinity of LZ 
”0”, A number of gliders did not land on the proper landing zone; 
two landed in England, and forty-three were released between the 
coast and the LZ. • Ton 0 liders are still unaccounted for. Immed- 
iately upon landing, the 325 Glia or Infantry v/as closed in the woods 
West of Groesbeek preparatory to taking up a sector on the front. 



D PLUS 7,10 D PLUS 30 



The Division continued on its mission assigned by 30 Corps of hold- 
ing the area between the Waal River and the Maas River, with its 
front generally that of D plus 6. The 325 Glider Infantry cleaned 
out the larger portion of the Kiokberg Woods and advanced the* right 
flank of the Division. 



SUMMARY OF PERIOD 17 SEPTEMBER TO 16 OCTOBER 



a,. Parachute Lift Number 

Planes committed 482 

Dropped on or within 1000 yards of DZ 430 

Failed to drop on or within 1000 yards of Da 52 

Unaccounted for 0 



Percent 

89.2 ' 

10.8 

0 



Gliuer Lifts 


Gliders committed 




902 


Landed on or within 


1000 yards of LZ 


763 


Failed to land on or 


within 1000 yards of LZ 


102 


Unaccounted for 




37 


Our losses 


Killed. 




469 


'Wounded 




1933 


Missing 




640 


Enw/ay Losses 






Killed 




249* 


Prisoners of W ar 




2977 



84.6 

11.3 

4.1 



3.4 

14.#' 

4.7 



©,« Results of Operations 

All missions accomplished 
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